Jt was a zany Chuistmas Eve with 5 teenagews and their seasen-weary
parents and grandparents....and Uunt Marilyn and Uncle Steve in theit
wheelchains. We had the traditional feeds....[fried oysters, barbiecued
wings, sfimp, ham/|cheese for sandwiches, meatballs[sausage in the
ciockpat, and Uunt Missy's chicken[noodles.....not te mention all of the
coakies and candies to feep the atmasphere a bit hyper! Ta duink, thete
was brandy slush, beer, wine, wum Cokfies,....and the soft diinfs teo. We
are always thankful fer this special time together, and we'll wemembier
always these special ones who are now missing from eur numbier. We alse
miss Jane, Jehn, Emily and Beau whe ne longer makie the long tiip noxth
but spend their Christmas Eve together, making their cwn traditions now.
We alse miss Dan, Mike's buother, whe is back in the uny, headed for
WUghanistan.

We enjoyed a buief afteincen visit from Gewald Williams, Maem's
fustand, whe was fheaded to his daughter's hame in Delaware Co. to
spend Chuistmas. We still have one 'believer' in cur number, se when
‘Santa’-Jon gees cutside, nings the old schacl bell and fnocks on the
windaw, all of the grandchildrien now lock at their Uncle Steve to see if
fie's excited......and J'd almast bet that each of them gets a Uttle thuill too
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as they necall the Chuistmas Eves when they too 'Gelieved' that it was
weally Santa Claus.

We end cur time together with a candlelight reading of the Chuistmas
Story and 'Silent Night'....just as we've dane for all of these years. Then
evenyone leaves..... some te church, same home.... but all cavying gifts that
were exchanged duting the evening.... and Jon and J fall inte cur
weclinens to watch just ane mare Christmas program en IV before tucking
in Steve and geing te bed, two weary senicws whe hepe that the ene
‘believer’ will sleep late the next morning!

See same of you all at the 50 LIS 59 Reunion.
Love to all,

Sharen and Jen
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